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Assistant Director for Scientific Intelllsence 
Chief, Physics and Electronics Division 
Projecting aectrordc Hay 


l8 Ifeceaber 1950 
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1, In accordance with yo\ir request, I visited Mr. 
on 16 December 1950 at his farm in Hacks ttstown, N. J » I 
by 


I „ . „ J I 

l-jinlnATy invastigatlons and arraiigeraen&E lor x.ae vxaxt 


r. B. Priest 
was accompanied 
wt',o handled the pre- 


2* Ko specific technical inforaation on the Projectinc Hay, its 
principle of operation or Its potentialities were made av^^hle to to 
ttiis meeting, as Mr, A. Merchant, who is daiiaed to be tlw or^doator 
of the Ray, and who is working on the technical <teslgn of the pertinent 
eq\iipment, was not present. 

3, The discussions with Mr. Priest and his assistant left to with 
the following observations and impressions; 


a, Hh'Q Projecting Elactxonic Bay at this stag;e is a fsromo- 
project, the purpose of which is to obtain adequate funds 

from the U. S. Govenment for research, developmjnt and desi^ of 
an equipment "capable of delivering powerful electronic en#^ to 
a distance in excess of a few hundred yards to cut tiros, mlrorals, 
and metals, and to destroy life" by conversion of a shariay tuned 
electronic ray into heat. 

b. Ho factual information on technical principles or details 
of producing the Hay is known to Mr. Priest, and Ills activities ^ 
guided by the potentialities of I0io Hay as derived irom his b^ef 
tJiat Mr. Marchant is capable of jxroducing such Hay and from the 
claimed fact that a prototype of the Ray-producing eqalpront, as 
biiilt by Mr. Marchant, was used as a glass and aetal cutt^^_tool 
and was destroyed by Marchant idien he recognis^ed the full sig- 
nificance of the potentialities of the Ray. 


e. In this promotional project, lir. Priest has a vested 
interest derived from his support to the project by the exj^oita- 
tion of his intimate contacts with the high authorities in Washing- 
ton. The key technical factor is, however, Mr. Harchant. It is 
apparent that he is reasonably cautious in sharing his ideas on 
the Electronic attea^t to formulate an opinion on the 

feasibility of production and potentialities of tie Raj^ must involve 
direct contact with him. 
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It* A direct contact i»ith Mr* Marohant ie predicated on the 
folloMag conditions, as stlpnlated by' Ur. Macchant and stated to m 
by Hr. irlesti 


25X1 


a* PositxTre assurances awst be given to Mr. llarohaat that 
his ideas and principles, as these pertain to the }3Lectronic Bay, 
will be duly protected md no att^topt to ejcploit them be made by 
the government without his concurrance and ^proval. 

b. Due orodit will be given to Mr. Marohant lor his ideas 
if any use of Ms ideas and principles are made by the lovenaaont* 

o. AH negotiation for such uses will be made throtj^h the 
Ittriaalta Research and Development. Coi^aai?'. 

$». Provided that ti^ above conditions are met, Ir. ^^^chant is 
ansdous to meet with the U.s. Oovsmaent representatives as soon ae 
feasible, preferably by Wednesday, 20 Decsnijer 1950 • 

My personal opinion and reccuaaendations are as followat 

a. tim general pattern of tiie Projecting Electronic Eay 
developments so far' Induces me to think that there is nothing 
revolutionary in it, and that it is in effect nothing but an 
Qutrl^t promotional scheme. 


bf But for the fact tliat the Hresident and his personal 
friend are Involved, I would recoomend that we drop our partlclpsu- 
tlon in the project. 


e» In view of the manner in whic* we have bean involved In 
the project, however, I would recoim^d that tTie Investigations be 
continued and that a duly authorised representative or representa- 
tives of the govsnment be inetnicted to contact Mr. Marchant. 


d. In view of the specific requests for assuranoee contained 
in paragraj;^ It above, I recommend that the Director's opinion bo 
obl^d-ned on the advisability of transferring tTie responsibility for 
contacts with Mr. Marohant to RDB or other stdtable organisations, 
or the advisability of requesting partieipaticm and support froa 
such organissations to CIA in further inreetigations. 


Tf this cannot be (to ne forth?»lth, I recojmaeiid that the 

be directed to request a postpoaes»nt 


of a vl^it to Mr* l^chant from thie week, ai? recoiameruled by 
Mr. Priest, to a rm>re suitable time. 
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